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	IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ATHLETES BRINGING MEDICATION TO AUSTRALIA




	Introduction

· Many athletes traveling to Australia to participate in the World Transplant Games will require treatment with medications which are subject to additional import controls.
· If you need to bring medication which contains a substance listed in  Appendix A you must apply for permission from the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) prior to travelling to Australia. 

· For information on travelling with all other medications please read the General Guidance document.
Applying for permission to import a controlled substance.
· In order to process your request for permission to import a controlled substance, you must complete Attachment 1 and
· Supply a copy of a current Doctor’s Prescription or letter (in English) which clearly shows that the medication is required for the treatment of an existing medical condition.
· Forward all documents by email or facsimile to the Experimental Drugs Section of the Therapeutic Goods Administration no later than 
31 July 2009
Experimental Drugs Section :  eds@tga.gov.au 
Or Fax to:  +61 2 6232 8112
· For further information please contact the Experimental Drugs Section through the above email address or on +61 2 6232 8101



	GENERAL GUIDANCE FOR TRAVELLER’S BRINGING MEDICATION TO AUSTRALIA



	Introduction

· Medicines brought into and taken out of Australia may be subject to respective import and export controls. 

· If you are visiting Australia it is advisable that you bring essential medicines for existing medical conditions. 

· The information here is a general guide to the Therapeutic Goods Administration requirements for the importation and exportation of medicines for personal use. 

· Visitors should also note that they need to check the requirements for quarantine and protected wildlife.
General guidance for bringing medicines into Australia
· If the medication does not contain a controlled substance and additionally in the case of injections, it does not contain material of human or animal origin (except insulin - insulin is allowed), you may bring up to 3 months supply without needing any permission. 
A list of controlled substances may be found at the following website:

http://www.health.gov.au/internet/main/publishing.nsf/Content/list-of-drug-substances-requiring-import-and-or-export-authorisations
· If the medication does contain a controlled substance or an Antibiotic but it is not included in Appendix A, a “traveler’s exemption” exists which allows you to bring this medication into Australia without needing a permit.
· If the medication does contain a controlled substance AND also included in Appendix A, you MUST obtain an import permit prior to arrival into Australia. (see Applying for permission to import a controlled substance)
· It is illegal to supply (sell or give) the medicine to any other person.
· You must be able to produce the prescription or letter (in English) from a Doctor on request from an authorised person such as from the Australian Customs Service
For further information, please contact tga-information-officer@tga.gov.au 
When you arrive in Australia:
· Declare all the medicines you are bringing into Australia. 

· If required, await inspection by Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service or Australian Customs Service. 

· Produce documentation justifying your use of the medicine. 

· For a medicine containing a substance in Appendix A show your permit from the Therapeutic Goods Administration permitting you to bring the medicine into Australia. 

· For a medicine containing any other substance subject to import control, show your written authorisation, in English, from a medical practitioner for this medicine. 

· For any medicine subject to quarantine or protected wildlife requirements, show your import permit to bring the product into Australia. 

· Retain the documents relating to your medicines throughout your visit and have them available to present again at departure on request by Customs or Quarantine officers. 
During your stay in Australia: 

· Medicines that you bring into Australia are for personal use only and may only be used by you or a member of your immediate family. 

· You must NOT sell or give a medicine to any person outside your immediate family. 

· Retain the documents relating to your medicines throughout your visit and have them available to present again at departure on request by Customs or Quarantine officers. 
When you leave Australia:

· Any remaining quantities of medicine brought in by visitors should be taken out of Australia on departure. 

· Make sure your medicine is in the original packaging and with any dispensing labels intact. 

· Documents relating to the importation of a medicine must be available for inspection on departure. 

Visitors should check the list carefully for any substances in the medicines they intend to bring into Australia. For example, some cold and flu medications include substances such as pseudoephedrine are subject to import control.



	Appendix A - Substances subject to import controls



	Check this list before you bring a medicine into Australia

You must obtain permission from the Therapeutic Goods Administration before you bring into Australia a medicine containing any substance listed below. For further information contact: Tga-information-officer@health.gov.au 

Permit required for ATHLETES only 
· Erythropoietin
· Natural and manufactured gonadotrophins, including menotrophins, Follicle Stimulating Hormone, Luteinising Hormone and Human Chorionic Gonadotrophin.
· Natural and manufactured growth hormones, including somatropin, somatrem, somatomedins and insulin-like growth factors (not insulins) and growth hormone releasing hormone (and synthetic analogues) 

· Darbepoetin alfa
Permit required for ALL TRAVELLERS (including Athletes)
· Abortifacients, that is, substances that purport to produce abortion.

· Aminophenazone (aminopyrine) (4-dimethylamino-2, 3-dimethyl-1-phenyl 3-pyrazolin-5-one), derivatives of aminophenazone (aminopyrine) (4 dimethylamino-2, 3-dimethyl-1-phenyl-3-pyrazolin-5-one) (including dipyrone) and preparations containing aminophenazone (aminopyrine) (4 dimethylamino-2, 3-dimethyl-1-phenyl-3-pyrazolin-5-one) or derivatives of aminophenazone (aminopyrine) (4-dimethylamino-2, 3 dimethyl 1 phenyl-3-pyrazolin-5-one) (including dipyrone).
· Anabolic or androgenic substances
· Aphrodisiacs, that is to say, cantharides, cantharidin and yohimbine, preparations containing cantharides, cantharidin or yohimbine, and any other substance or preparation that is, or is likely to be, productive, or is capable of being converted into a substance that is, or is likely to be, productive, of effects substantially of the same character or nature as, or analogous to, those produced by cantharides, cantharidin or yohimbine.

· Bithionol (2, 2-thiobis (4, 6-dichlorophenol)) and preparations containing bithionol (2, 2-thiobis (4, 6-dichlorophenol)).

· 5-bromo-4-chlorosalicylanilide and preparations containing 5 bromo 4 chlorosalicylanilide. 

· Buniodyl sodium (bunamiodyl) (3-butyramido-a-ethyl-2, 4, 6 triiodocinnamic acid sodium salt) and preparations containing buniodyl sodium (bunamiodyl) (3-butyramido-a-ethyl-2, 4, 6-triiodocinnamic acid sodium salt).

· Cinchophen methyl ester (methyl-2-phenylcinchoninate) and preparations containing cinchophen methyl ester (methyl-2-phenylcinchoninate). 

· Fenticlor (2, 2-thiobis (4-chlorophenol)) and preparations containing fenticlor (2, 2-thiobis (4-chlorophenol)). 

· Food, drink and oral medicine for human consumption and preparations (including essences and extracts) used in the manufacture of food, drink or oral medicine for human consumption that contain—

(a) glycol or a derivative of a glycol other than propylene glycol; or
(b) calamus or oil of calamus.

· Ketamine

· (2-Isopropyl-4-pentenoyl) urea and preparations containing (2 isopropyl 4 pentenoyl) urea.

· Oil of wormwood, being an essential oil obtained from plants of the genus Artemisia, and preparations containing oil of wormwood.

· Laetrile and preparations containing laetrile.

· Preparations that purport to be a remedy for drunkenness, alcoholic habit or drug habit.

· 3, 3, 4, 5-Tetrachlorosalicylanilide and preparations containing 3, 3, 4, 5 tetrachlorosalicylanilide.

· Thalidomide and preparations containing thalidomide.

· Triparanol and preparations containing triparanol.
· Xylitol and preparations containing xylitol.


ATTACHMENT 1: Application for Importation of medicines
In order to process requests for import permits the Office of Prescription Medicines  (TGA) requires the following information. **Please note application must be accompanied by a copy of a prescription or letter from your medical practitioner (in English)

This information should be forwarded to Experimental Drugs Section, Therapeutic Goods Administration, PO Box 100, WODEN, ACT 2606 (Fax No: +61 2 6232 8112) or email application to eds@tga.gov.au
1. DETAILS OF IMPORTER 







Full Name:




Address:


D.O.B:



2.   DETAILS OF GOODS TO BE IMPORTED. 

Name of Product:

(Active ingredient and Trade name)
Total Quantity to be   




Dose form and strength:  

      Imported:





(e.g. 2mg/5mL, vials, tablets)
3.   DETAILS OF PRESCRIBING DOCTOR: 

Full Name:



Address:
4.   TRAVEL DETAILS

Date of Arrival: 
Date of Departure: 
5.   SIGNATURE OF IMPORTER:


Name (Please print):










Signature:







Date: 

Email address:
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